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White Sands National Monument Historic District
comprises an ensemble of buildings which serves as the
monument headquarterss a visitor center with separate
comfort station, flanked vn opposite sides by maintenance
and employee housing complexes of four buildings each,
plus several trailers and temporary metal sheds. The
architectural ensemble originally consisted of eight
stuccoed adobe Pueblo Revival Style buildings erected
in the 1930s. The eight buildings are extant and - -
they largely retain their original integrity: the Museum
and Administration Building, comfort gtation, three
residences and three maintenance structures. A residence
and a maintenance building, both visually compatible,
were added to the respective complexes in more recent
vears., The buildings and groups of buildings are
united by stuccoed walls, roads, walkways and plant-
ings, most of which were laid out in the original plans.
The landscaping is with native plants and was established
when the buildings were constructed on the desert site in
New Mexico's Tularosa Basin, The large white gypsum dunes
of the monument form a backdrop for the assemblage of

buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The White Sands National Monument Historic District
consists of an architectural ensemble containing eight
administrative, visitor, and service structures that are
architecturally and historically significant under bot
Criteria A and €-as: fine examples of the Pueble -+ i .
Revival Style erected during the Depression years through
the cooperative efforts of the National Park Service and
the Works Progress Administration public work program.

Built between 1936 and 1940, the buildings and associated
landscaped features are significant under both criteria

as properties achieving significance within the past 50

years because of exceptional importance both as illustra-
tive of National Park Service gtylistic architectural
development prior to World War II, and as examples of

public work projects. The buildings were designed by
National Park Service architects, principally Lyle E.

Bennett and Robert W, Albers, and constructed by relief
workers as a Recreational Demonstration Project under the
Civil Works Administration., They are excellent examples of the
adaptation of historical southwestern building styles and
materials to the "rustic" mode popular for park architecture
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and are
notable for their expressive design, sensitivity to the
environment, use of natural materials, and hand-crafted
uniqueness of form, texture and detail, Set in a landscaping
of native plants, the assemblage largely preserves the
original plans of the architects and landscape architects, =
as well as the fine craftsmanship of the workers.
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Situated in the Tularosa Basin of southern New Mexico,
and ringed by the San Andres, Organ, Sierra Blanca, and
Sacramento Mountains, White Sands National Monument preserves
230 square miles of the world's largest gypsum dune field,
The great gleaming white dunes rise from the desert floor
vegetated with saltbush, yucca and other shrubs and cacti,
and populated with creatures especially adapted to the harsh
environment, A l6-mile round-trip scenic drive begins on
the desert plain at the visitor center on Highway U.S. 70/82
and winds into the dunes.

The visitor center consists of a museum, refreshment
and souvenir shop, and administrative offices in one large
building, with a small adjacent building housing a comfort
station. Symmetrically located on either side of the visitor
center are service building complexes., To the northeast of
the visitor center is the employee residential complex con-~
sisting of four houses, two house trailers,and a small metal
sheds To the southwest of the visitor center is the mainten-
ance building complex consisting of four structures and two
small metal sheds. The complexes are united by roads, walk-
ways, walls, and plantings, as well as by the uniformity of
their architectural style and treatment.

The buildings homogeneously reflect the Pueblo Revival
Style, with low, flat, horizontal forms, contoured edges,
plain surfaces, and a single muted color. All of eight orig-
inal buildings are constructed of stuccoed adobe. Two build-
ings erected in more recent years are stuccoed to resemble
stuccoed adobe, The museum building forms a central mass of
rectangular shapes and rises in part to two stories. It is
balanced on either side by small scale buildings clusteréd
about courts or plaza-like open spaces. The building clusters
have, from a distance, the aspect of small Mexican villages.,

According to the original design for the layout of the
buildings, the maintenance buildings face a square asphalted
court partially ringed by a wall, The wall is attached to the
sides of the buildings and is constructed of studdoed adobe,
except for a reconstructed stuccoed concrete block portion
on the -goutheasgt side of the court.

Also according to original design, the residential
buildings are located around a circular gravel drive. In the
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center of the circle is a grassy plot enclosed by a post-and-
rail fence. A low, stuccoed wall partially surrounds the
visitor center parking lot facing the highway. This asphalt
parking lot dates from the original layout of the buildings.
Another asphalted parklng lot was constructed at the rear of
the visitor center in 1985<6,

Most of the roadways and walkways date from the original
building layout as shown in the original plans. A walkway from
the visitor center to the residential area passes through an
original carved wooden gate in an arch in the stuccoed adobe
wall of the front parking lot. Also dating from the original
design layout are roadways At the rear of the visitor center
that lead to the maintenance and residential complexes,

The monument entrance road, leading from the highway
and through the headquarters area to the dunes, was originally
routed through a narrow passage between the museum building
and the comfort station. A log canopy or open portal originally
crossed over the roadway and connected the two buildings., It
was supported by a log post with zapatas (carved corbels)
positioned in the center of the roadway between the entrance
and exit lanes. A ranger stationed under the portal in a
doorway of the visitor center greeted vehicles., Most of the
portal was removed years ago. For safety reasons, the entry-
exit road was rerouted from the passage between the buildings
to the west side of the comfort station in 1985-6. At the
same time, a concrete pedestrian walkway was constructed to
replace the asphalt roadway between the buildings.

Cottonwoods are native to the dunes area, occasionally
taking root in the dunes singularly or in scattered groves.
They were chosen by National Park Service District Landscape
Architect Charles A. Richey to shade the buildings and walk-
ways at White Sands. Once established, the trees grew without
irrigation because of the high water table in the area., To
aid the landscaping, good soil was hauled to the Headquarters
area and spread over the ground. Native ground cover of the
region, which had been largely destroyed during construction,
was then re-established.:: A photograph of 1939 in the files of
Whité @ands National Monument shows that cottonwood saplings had
been planted in the residential area and near the museum build-
ing, where large cottonwoods grow today.l
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A photograph” of 1943 in the White Sands National
Monument files shows that a cactus garden had been planted in
the location of the present cactus garden in front of the
visgitor center. The old photograph shows some of the same
species of native plants growing in the garden today, such
as Lechuguilla, Ocotilla, cholla, yucca, and sotol.

The appearance of the buildings and landscaping of the
headquarters area today largely reflects the original plans
and designs of the NPS architects and landscape architects.
Some small additions have been made to several of the buildings,
and some of their decorative trim has been removed, The re-
moval of the open wood portal that originally connected the
Museum~Administration Building to the comfort station severed
the horizontal relationship that unified the mass of the
separate buildings.

Two structures were erected in more recent years. A
house was built in the residential complex in 1963-5, and a
flammables storage building was built in the maintenance ,
complex in 1982, Their designs are simplified suggestions of =
the Pueblo Revival and their exteriors are stuccoed to blend
with the original stuccoed adobe buildings. The newer buildings
visually contribute to the sense of enclosure in their respec~
tive complexes.

Several metal sheds and trailers have also been added to
the setting. However, the greates dissimilarity between the
overall appearance of the headquarters area today and its
appearance in old photographs is the color of the buildings.
Today, the buildings are stuccoed in a light beige color which
blends the structures visually with the &andy landscape. 01d
photographs show that the buildings were originally stuccoed
in a dérker color, identified in the building contract speci-
fications as a "buff-brown." This darker color emphasigzédkhe
sense of mass, weight, and volume in the forms of the buildings,
and delineated the structures against the surrognding scrub
desert and the snow-white dunes on the horizon.,
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* SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS:

1., Administration and Museum Building, NPS Building #20,
designed in 1936 by NPS architect Lyle E, Bennett
under the direction of Deputy Chief Architect: W. G.
Carnes of the Western Division of the Branch of Plans
and Design> in San Francisco; built 1936-7 by Civil
Works Administration workers as a Recreational Demon-
stration Project and an Emergency Conservation Work
Project.

Pueblo Revival Style; two-stories; rambling, I~
shaped plan measuring about 100' x 90' and having 10
rooms on the ground level; battered, beige-colored
stuccoed adobe walls 2' to 3' thick; flat parapeted
asphalt roof recently covered with polyurethane foam;
projecting wooden vigas and canales; portals supported
by log posts with zapatas inset in front facade and
along two sides of rear patio; small wooden projecting
and casemented windows of # - lites in each sash; prin-
cipal doors are multi-lite French style casements; con-
crete foundation and concrete, tile and wood floors.

Interior reflnements include corner fireplaces;
wall niches; exposed viga and latia ceilings; furnish-
ings in the New Mexican Colonial St Style; painted, cut
and hammered tin light fixtures and switch plates in
the New Mexican tradition; carved and painted corbels;
adzed wood trim; adzed wooden paneled doors.: The
interior walls are cement plastered. The entrance
foyer has a coved plaster celllng. The portal ceilings
contain exposed vigas and latias excepting where
false ceilings have been installed for bat control,

The portals have floors of scored concrete. The patio
is surfaced with cobblestones set in cement mortar.

The patio is enclosed on two sides by portals set in
the "L" of the building and on two sides by a low
stuccoed adobe wall. Near the center of the patio is
a circular concrete planter. Native plants grow in the
patio.
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Administration and Museum Building, continued:

-The rooms at the southwest corner of the building
were the first to be constructed, in 1936-7. These
were, on the ground floor, the ranger office, clerical
office, entrance foyer, lobby, and storage room,with
front portal; and on the second level, the naturallst'
office., The second level consisted of a partially open
balcony space overlooking the lobby. This arrangement _
in the Mission Revival tradition and was derived from®he
kurch nave and choir loft. The second level is reach-
ed by a stairway with a carved baluster, also in the
MlSSlon Revival tradition. The baluster design is repeat-
ed in the railing of the balcony which is supported by
‘an ~ adzed lintel and corbels. In 1966, most of the open
balcony space was enclosed with frame and sheetrock par-
titions to enclose two rooms for the naturalist's office
and naturalist's workroom,

The original display cases and exhibits in the lobby
were replaced by new ones designed in 1976 by Felix Stephen
Gula, Associates of New York, Decorative wall murals in
the lobby date from this installation.

French style casement doors leading from the foyer to
the offices were removed and replaced with a small door,
The offices remain largely unchanged except for the addition
of fluorescent lights and carpeting. They contain corner
fireplaces, vigas, wall niches, and New Mexican Colonial
Style furniture.

In 1937, the building was enlarged following designs
by architect Bennett. An addition was made to the north-
east end of the building consisting of two museum exhibit
roomsg, and an addition was made to the northwest end of
the building consisting of an office, a photo lab, and a
workroom. The exhibit rooms are unchanged except for car-
peting, handicapped access ramps, and heatlng/coollng ducts.
The workroom located at the end of the northwest wing add-
ition later served as the concessionaire's shop. The shop
space was enlarged by an additional 18' x 29' extension at
the northwest end constructed in 19643by Daniel Engineering
Company of Alamogordo, The design and detailing of the
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Administration and Museum Building, continued:

more recent addition repeats that of the original
building.

- The rear portals were erected with the 1937 additions.
The,: patio design and plantings were laid out by Landscape
Architect Charles Richey in 1938, His design called for
plantings of yucca, chamiso, and native wildflowers such
as grow in the patio today.

The building has been restuccoed several times
but is little changed in appearance and is in good condition,

2. Comfort Station, NPS Building #21, designed in 1936 by
NPS architect Lyle E. Bennett under the direction of
Deputy Chief Architect W, G. Carnes of the Western
Division of the Branch of Plans and Design; built in
1936-7 by Civil Works Administration workers as a Rec~
reational Demonstration Project.

Pueblo Revival Style; one-story; rectangular plan
measuring about 46' x 21*' with 6 rooms, several of which
are entry alcoves; battered, beige~colored, stuccoed adobe
walls with buttressed corners; flat parapeted asphalt
roof; projecting wooden vigas and canales; concrete
foundations and floors; small projecting wooden windows
with 4 lites each; doors of adzed wooden panels joined
by mortise and tenon and containing carved wooden grilles.
The interior walls were originally cement plastered,
excepting the adobe brick walls of a narrow utility room
between the men's and women's rooms. The walls of the
men's and women's rooms are now covered with fiber board
panels colored white, grey, and gold. The ceilings con-
tain Douglas fir vigas and aspen latidggs.. The original
decorative cut~tin light fixtures hang from the ceiling.

Originally, the comfort station was connected to the
museum and administration building by a wooden canopy or
open portal., It consisted of heavy lintels supported by
a central log post and decorative corbels, and covered
with 12" vigas resting side-by-side. The portal pro-
vided a covered walkway between the two buildings, across
the entrance/exit road to the dunes. The portal proved
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Comfort Station, continued:

to be set too low to .aceommodate the: pasaggar@f~all
vehicles, so architect Bennett redesigned it in 1944,

The lintel was raised, the existing corbels were rev1sed
in appearance and a second layer of corbels was placed

on top of the original corbels. Subsequently, the center
part of the canopy was removed, leaving only small seg-
ments supported by ocorbels attached to the buildings.

The entrance to the men's room was originally
located at the east end of the building, under the
portal and facing the roadway. With the increase in
vehicular traffic in later years, the close proximity of
the door to the road was considered dangerous, {n 1978,
the opening of the door was closed and the men's entrance
was relocated to the position of an existing window on
the northwest side of the building. A corbelled log
canopy was placed over the new door,

The building was restuccoed in recent years, at
which time the adzed wooden lintels over the doors and
windows were stuccoed over. The alterations do not
detract from the original character of the bulldlng.
The building is in good condition.

3, Utility Buildin NPS Building # 31A & B, original structure,

31B, 1s northwest three~quarters of building, designed in
1936 by an NPS architect with the initials "S.D." under
the direction of Deputy Chief Architect W. G. Carnes of
the Western Division of the Branch of Plans and Design in
SanfFrancisco, and erected in that year by Civil Works
Administration workers as a Recreation Demonstration Pro-
ject; southeast end of building added in 1937 as a power-
house, also by the workers as a Recreation Demonstration
Project; entire building functions today as a garage and
maintenance workshop.

Pueblo Revival Style; one-story; rectangular plan
measuring 82' x 31'; battered walls of beige-colored,
stuccoed adobe, flat asphalted roof with undulating para-
pet; concrete floors and foundation. The original 1936
structure has large openingsframed by columns with zapatas
supporting heavy adzed lintels., These openings originally
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Utility Building, NPS Building #31A & B, continued:

contained sliding garage doors composed of wooden panels
with diagonal boards. The original wooden doors were
recently replaced by swing-up metal doors.

The former powerhouse -  structure, which was ad-
joined to the southeast end of the building in 1937,
measures 16' x 20'. It contains in the court facade
an original French style door with diagonal boards,
surmounted by a transom with 3 lites. In the east end
is a steel pivoted window with 6 lites. This addition
projects slightly into the court, as does the bay at
the opposite end of the building. Vigag and canales
originally projected from the sides and rear of the
building. The vigag at the sides were structural roof
beams that were extended through the walls; those at the
rear were decorative. The vigas and all but several
canaleg were removed when the roof was repaired and the
building was restuccoed in 1954,

The floors and foundations are concrete., The
building is in good condition.

4., Gas and 0il Building, NPS Building #30, designed in 1937
by NPS architec's Robert W, Albers and Lyle E, Bennett of
the Western Division of the Branch of Plans and Design,

San Francisco; built in the same year by Civil Works Ad-
ministration workers as a Recreation Demonstration Project.

Pueblo Revival; one~gtory; rectangular plan having
2 roomg and measuring 22' x 11'; battered walls of beige-
colored stuccoed adobe; flat concrete slab roof with
stuccoed adober:parapet and one canal projecting at the
rear; two entrances on front facade containing original
@lzed. vertical board doors with original wrought-iron hard-
ware; steel pivoted windows with 6 lites and 4 lites and
concrete lintels (not visible under the stucco); floors
and foundations concrete,

The structure was formerly fronted by an adobe walled
court or patio having about the same dimensions as the
building. The patio held an oil storage tank,and a gas-
oline pump was situated immediately outside of the patio
wall. A compressor pump is housed in the building.
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Gas and 0il Building, continued:

The original wall stucco was removed and replaced
in 1954, The building is in good condition.

5 Warehouse and Laundry, NPS Building #32, designed in 1938
by NPS architect Robert W, Albers under the direction of
Thomas Vint, Chief of Planning, Western Division, San
Francisco; erected in 1939 by Civil Works Administration
workers as a Recreation Demonstration Project; now used
ag Maintenance office and workroom.

Pueblo Revival; one~story; rectangular plan measur-
ing about 68' x 25' and having two rooms; battered walls
of beige colored stuccoed adobey flat asphalted roof with
stuccoed adobe parapet; concrete floors and foundation.

Except for one wooden canale draining the roof at
the rear, the vigas and canales that originally projected
near the roof line have been removed, The steel windows
are original., They consist of 3 pivoted windows with
6 lites each in the rear facade, 2-6 lite pivoted and 1-
8 lite casement in the front facade, 1-6 lite casement in the
southeast end, and two windows in the northwest end each
having a fixed sash of 6 lites and a pivoted mash of 6 lites.

An original door of vertical boards and 4 fixed lites
in the upper half remains in the rear facade., A narrow
vertiaal board door also remains on the front facade. The
two other doors on the front facade are wooden replacements,

The interior walls are plastered and the ceilings
contain exposed vigas covered by tongue and groove planks.,
Originally, there was a yard for drying clothes enclosed
with a wooden fence at the rear of the laundry room, at the =7
southwest corner of the building. In 1949, the laundry room
was converted into living quarters for the maintenance super-
visor, according to plans by NPS Regional Architect Lyle E.
Bennett, This room is now used as the mainten 2
and the warehouse room is now used as a workroom and store-
room,

The building has been restuccoed., In 1983, small solar
panels, hardly visible from the ground, were added to the
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Warehouse and Laundry, continued:

roof. The building is in good condition.

6. Residence, NPS Building #1, designed in 1936 by NPS arch-

itect Lyle E. Bennett of the Branch of Plans and Design,
Western Division, San Francisco; built in 1937 by Civil
Works Administration workers as an Emergency Conservation
Work Project and as a Recreation Demonstration Project:

Pueblo Revival Style; one-story; irregular plan
measuring in greatest dimensions about 57' x 45' and
consisting of 5 rooms plus kitchen and bath; nearly
identical in plan and elevation to Residence Building #2;
beige-colored, battered, stuccoed adobe walls; flat para-
peted roof originally asphalted and now covered with
polyurethane foam; projecting wooden vigas and canales.

The canales are halved logs hollowed out. Inset
entrance portal with heavy azed lintel supported by
carved brackets (zapatas) at the southeast corner of
the house. The entrance door 1s original with adzed
wooden panels and carved grille, The ceiling of the
portal contains exposed vigas. At the rear southwest
corner of the house is a patio enclosed by a stuccoed
adobe wall with a wooden gate, Over the rear windows
are stuccoed adobe hoods supported by small logs. The
rear multi-lite door is original. The original wooden
sliding windows have been replaced with metal sliding
windows.,

The interior walls are cement plastered, the floors

are tile, wood and cement, and the found -are concrete.
The . contain vigas and latias. A vtility room

was added to the north corner of the building in 1961,
It was built upon the stuccoed adobe walls of an original
patio that measured 12' x 18', The Walls were raised
with concrete blocks and plastered over with cement stucco.
A plywood door, fronted by a screen door, was placed in

~ the northeast (front) facade of the new room, and a sliding
aluminum window was installed in the northwest side wall of
the room,
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Residence, NPS Building #l, continued:

Small solar panels were added to the roof of the
house in 1982, A vertical board garage was built near the
northwest end of the building at some time subsequent to
the construction of the house. The building was restuccoed
about 1950, It is in good condition.

7. Residence, NPS Building #2, designed in 1936 by NPS arch~
itect Lyle E. Bennett of the Branch of Plans and Design,
Western Division, San Francisco; built in 1937 by Civil
Works Administration workers as an Emergency Conservation
Work Project and as a Recreation Demonstration Project.

Pueblo Revival Style; one-story; irregular plan
measurlng in greatest dimensions about 57' x 45' consist-
ing of 5 rooms plus kitchen and bath; nearly identical in
plan and elevation to Building #l; beige-colored battered,
stuccoed adobe walls; flat parapeted roof originally
asphalted and now covered with polyurethane foam; project-
ing wooden vigas and canales. The canales are halved.
hollow logs. Inset entrance portal with heavy adzed: lintels
supported by zapatas at south corner of house has a viga
ceiling but, for purpose of bat control, the vigag have
been covered with plywood boards sprayed with stucco., The
entrance door is original, with adzedwwoddany g
carved, jig~saw grille,

At the rear northwest corner of the house is a patio
enclosed by a stuccoed adobe wall entered by a wooden gate,
The rear multi-lite door is original. Over the rear windows
are gtuccoed adobe hoods supported by.ssmall logs. The win-
dows contain the original wood sliding frames, but they
have been covered with sliding aluminum storm windows.

The interior walls are cement plastered, the floors
are tile, wood and concrete, and the foundations are concrete.
Vlgas are exposed at the celllngs. The plastered kitchen
ceiling is coved between the vigags. The original appe